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CHAMBER COMPASS 

 Member of the Month: 

P.O. Box 430511   

Big Pine Key, FL  33043 

Office: 305-872-2411  Fax: 305-872-0752  

Email: info@lowerkeyschamber.com  

Website: www.lowerkeyschamber.com 

Seacampôs Marine Science and SCUBA programs are second to none. The location, on Big  
Pine Key, is ideal for their goal of instilling a love of the ocean in every camper who attends,  
giving them the opportunity to explore the Florida Keys coral reefs, shallow bays, and mangrove  
islands.  This, complemented by the outstanding staff and atmosphere, makes Seacamp an  
unforgettable experience. 
As a former camper turned staff member explains, ñThe location isnôt just ideal; itôs in the middle 
of paradise.ò And in describing the environment at camp, ñThe family dynamic that develops  
between the staff and campers (both returning and new) in an 18-day session happens at no  
other camp. I believe this inclusive environment gives people a home away from home, where 
theyôre constantly bettering themselves, their lives, and the lives of others simply by working  
hard to acquire skills they can apply to any context in life.ò 
A wide selection of Marine Science classes are available using boat trips, snorkeling, kayaking 
and laboratory experiences to teach campers basic to advanced concepts.  Seacamp also  
offers several levels of SCUBA programs, including SCUBA for certification as well as SCUBA 
for Marine Investigations.  Seacampôs Aquatics program offers snorkeling lessons, sailing, and  
windsurfing.   Seacamp offers residential camp, both 18 day sessions, ages 12-17, 7 day  
sessions, ages 10-17 and Daycamp, ages 10-13.  Seacamp is proud of their efforts to aid in both 
marine life and ocean conservation education for both their local campers and those from other 
parts of the county and world.  

1300 Big Pine Key Avenue 

305-872-2331 

info@seacamp.org 

www.seacamp.org 



 

 

 

 
Florida Keys Realty, Inc., located at MM 21.5 on Cudjoe Key, has 
been doing business in the same location for over 25 years.  The 
services we offer are sales and property management, including long 
term and short term rentals. The new owner, Lisa Carter, has been 
with the company for nearly 16 years, and the prior owner is still 
working with us as a broker associate.  We are  l looking forward to 
growing the company and being involved in the community and the 

Chamber to make the Lower Keys the best place to live or vacation. Contact Lisa and her 
team by Email: flakeysrealty@gmail.com Phone: 305-745-3717 or 305-304-2052 check out 
website: www.floridakeysrealty.com   

Terry Cassidy and Gary Hempsey ~ the unlikely duo. 

Terry plays the American songbook and his homegrown 

songs about keys life are considered to be some of his 

best. He is a solid and steady player on both guitar and 

banjo, not to mention a great vocalist. 

Gary is a bit wilder with an ability to do songs way out of 

the box. He is also a great song writer, guitar player and 

a fine vocalist.  

Absolute opposites, however, both Terry and Gary are 

well respected musicians locally and their different styles 
collide in a very entertaining way, unexpected twists and very listenable originals. 
Give them a call for your next party or event: 305-304-6109, email: tcfishnpick@bellsouth.net 
Or check them out online: www.terrycassidy.com 

 

Cooperôs Paint, Body & Glass shop is a family owned 
and operated company that has been in business since 
1952.  
Cooperôs pampers your vehicle from the inside out, 
providing collison estimates, insurance claims,  
enviro-based high performance paint work, complete 
detailing services and replacement of automobile glass 
and headliners.  

You'll feel important and taken care of by this family owned and operated business. Choose the 
auto body shop that will bend over backwards to meet your needs and deliver quality work, no 
matter the job. Located at 6391 3rd Street, Stock Island or call today: 305-294-5581 email: 
mlcooper@cooperspaintbody.com or check out their website: www.cooperskw.com 

tel:305-745-3717
http://www.floridakeysrealty.com


 

 

Looking ahead to 2017 
 
2017 promises to be an interesting year, with many new opportunities and challenges 
for us here in the Lower Keys.  When I think about the many changes looming before 
us, I realize that what is good for one business may cause concerns for others.  
 
A new Publix would certainly be an exciting venue for locals and visitors alike, but it  
may impact sales at one of our members:  Winn-Dixie.  Our member businesses in the 
Key Deer Plaza, like Pizzaworks, Artists in Paradise, China Garden and Rose Dellôs  
Real Estate office, may have to become a bit more creative to draw people off of US 1 
and into their businesses.  The addition of a Publix would also mean that another of our 
members, the Big Pine Flea Market, would have to find another home. 
 
Of course, the Habitat ReStore closing is a very sad thing for all of us who love to  
recycle and repurpose the many treasures they carried, but they will no doubt find  
another location, perhaps in a more populated area that will give them more customers.   
 
The plans for Tom Thumbôs expansion are still in the works, so we must wonder what 
will become of our beloved Underseas Dive Shop. The addition of a Subway and a car 
wash will be a major change for us. 
 
Grimal Grove has a lot of potential for growth and for making Big Pine a destination for 
those who love nature and have an interest in growing their own fruits and vegetables.   
 
Of course, Stock Island is about to explode with the significant improvements to the  
marina and the addition of hotels.  There is a movement to completely alter what  
Stock Island has always been and make it more attractive to both tourists and local  
residents.  2017 will be a pivotal year for that part of our Chamberôs district. 
 
We will soon have a new Key Deer Visitors Center where tourists can learn about our 
four-legged friends.  Hopefully 2017 brings an end, once and for all, to the screwworm 
epidemic that was so suddenly thrust upon us last year. 
 
The LKCC is adding some services and upgrading some of the things we do, so watch 
those Wednesday e-blasts to stay up-to-speed on all weôre doing! 
 
There are those who hate change in any form, and there are people who love change 
for the sake of change . . . the one thing we can count on (besides death and taxes) is 
that things will change.  Letôs decide right now to pull together to be sure the changes 
are positive for our area and our local businesses.  Share your thoughts, please! 

 
 Executive Director 

Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce 
P O Box 430511 ~ 31020 Overseas Hwy 
Big Pine Key, FL  33043 
www.lowerkeyschamber.com 

http://www.lowerkeyschamber.com


 

 

December 8th Thank you  

to Boondocks  

for another  

Wonderful Evening!!! 

Dessert Table  

Shrimp T ree 

Carving Station  

The Chefs  

Everyone had a Great time!  



 

 

Holiday Fun  



 

 



 

 

Williams Pest Control, LLC 

Professional Reliable Service  

Serving the Middle & Lower Keys  

Residential 

Household Pests  

Lawn  & Ornamental 

Termite Inspections   

 Ant, Scorpions, Etc 

 Rats & Mice  

 Spot Termite Treatment   

Keith Williams  

Over 30 Years experience  

Big Pine Key:  (305)872-1008 

Marathon :      (305)743-7222 

Take a minute and bring us your  

brochures or business cards, so we 

can fill up our racks with member  

promotional info!  This is FREE          

advertising for your  business,  

so please take advantage of it. 



 

 



 

 

 

2016-17 LKCC  

Board of Directors  
 

Bill Kinsey 

President 

Lower Keys Tackle 
 

Shane Keween 

1st Vice President 

KeysAHEC 
 

Steve Miller 

2nd Vice President 

FL Keys Media - 

US1 Radio/Conch Country 
 

John Mendoza 

Membership Vice President 

Home 1st Lending, LLC 
 

Cathy Crane 

Treasurer 

Hurst & Crane Investments 
 

Cathy Hoffman 

Parliamentarian 

Big Pine Academy 
 

Denise Bays 

Secretary 

Patience Accounting & Tax 
 

David Tuttle 

Director 

T-Builders, Inc. 
 

Dee Hood 

Director 

Jess Von Dee Studioz 
 

Shana Casey 

Director  

First State Bank of FL Keys 
 

Chamber Staff  
 

Susan K. Miller 

Executive Director 
 

Kathy Boyce 

Office Manager 
 

Area Business Specialists: 
 

Susie Cooper 
 

Christina Cummings 

 

Lynn Wintermyer 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce  
represents local business interests  

and advocates on behalf of our  
members. We provide the platform  

to help our members succeed through  
a proactive working partnership  
with government and community  
organizations. The Chamber is a  
catalyst that raises the level of  
respect for our area and local  

businesses, to maintain a  
flourishing local economy that  

encourages and promotes positive,  
well-balanced economic growth  
through business development. 

Your Board of Directors & The Chamber Staff  



 

 

Exciting New Program Keeps Spending Local 

     The LKCC Chamber Bucks program is available to those members who wish to participate (and 
thereôs NO reason not to!).  Anyone can purchase a BUCK from the Lower Keys Chamber in  

     increments of $10 ~ $25 ~ $50.   These are Great Gifts for employees, clients 
or anyone you know! 

 
§ CHAMBER BUCKS are a check that you process just like you would a 
Travelerôs Check. 

§ The customer writes in your business name, and you stamp the back for       
deposit into your business account. 
 
§ If the full amount is not used, give change back to the customer.  The total 

amount of the BUCK is guaranteed. 

     We will provide you with a card you can post for your employees to remind them how to handle 

the BUCKS.  Each one sold will be accompanied by a list of participating LKCC members. This 

is one more way we are working to drive customers to you, our members!   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

How to Add Special Hours to Your Google My Business Page 
¶ Log in to your Google My Business account 
¶ Click EDIT (orange icon in upper right hand corner 
¶ Scroll down to the ñLocation detailsò page - click 
¶ Scroll down and click in the ñSpecial hoursò section. 
¶ Choose the date when special hours are in effect and enter the opening and  
     closing times for that day. 
¶ Click the box next to ñClosedò to indicate that the location is closed all day. (If you                         
are open 24 hours, enter 12:00amï12:00am.) 
¶ Click Add another to add more special hours for the location. 
 
NOW, for those of you who have never set up your Google Business Page (and donôt 
be embarrassed ï there are many of you who havenôt taken time to do this), please 
give us a call and we can set up a time to help you through that.  We have several 
Chamber Chix who are happy to help in setting up your business Facebook page, 
getting you listed on Tripadvisor, Yelp, etc.  Several of our member business owners 
have set aside an hour or so to sit with us to get up to speed with utilizing the many 
ways to get recognized via social media.  Our staff members are happy to help any of 
our members with this.  Itôs quite fun once you get going with it! 

Useful information from Your Chamber Chix 

 

Social Media is a  

Easy way to Advertise 

Just a few ways to Advertise 

your business for FREE!!! 



 

 

 

The Lower Keys Chamber offers a 

 òWelcome Bagó  

to any new residents of the Lower Keys.  

We are always looking for any promotional  

items you might have for advertising your  

business that we could include in our bags  

to make our new neighbors feel  

òWelcome and excited about being  

a part of this wonderful place we call home.ó  

Feel free to drop any items off at the Chamber.  

Also if you have a new neighbor tell them to  

stop by & pick up their Free bag! 

Advertising Opportunity 
Contact Us for this Space 

305-872-2411 
Or 

ExecutiveDirector@LowerKeysChamber.com 



 

 

The Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce  
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We love sharing information about  
our local businesses!  
Please supply us with  

brochures or rack cards. 


